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An ex t rac t  of the herb  Thymus  se rpy l lum L. (thyme) is  included in the p repa ra t ion  "per tuss in ."  In 
the p repa ra t ion  of the thyme ext rac t ,  the raw ma te r i a l  is t r ea ted  with 30% ethanol,  but t r i t e rpene  c o m -  
pounds d isso lve  spar ingly  in dilute ethanol, and the re fo re  we have studied the waste  m a t e r i a l  af ter  the 
p repa ra t ion  of the thyme ex t r ac t  for  i ts  t r i t e rpenoid  content [1]. We have repor ted  prev ious ly  that this 
m a t e r i a l  contains 1.62% of neutral  t r i t e rpenoids  and 2.96% of t r i t e rpene  acids [2]. 

To isola te  the t r i t e rpene  acids,  a f te r  exhaust ive ext rac t ion with pe t ro leum ether  the ma te r i a l  was 
t r ea t ed  with ch loroform.  When the ch loroform ex t rac t  was concentrated,  a dir ty-yel low prec ip i ta te  de-  
posi ted which was separa ted  off and dissolved in 95% ethanol. The ethanolic solution was repea ted ly  pur i -  
fied by success ive  boiling with 2 N hydrochlor ic  acid and with a 5% solution of caust ic  potash. The pu r i -  
f ied ethanolic solution was concentra ted,  whereupon thin co lo r l e s s  needles  (substance I) began to deposit .  
A ch lo ro form ex t rac t  a f ter  the separa t ion  of the f i r s t  prec ip i ta te  was concent ra ted  and dissolved in 95% 
ethanol and was purif ied as  descr ibed  above. The purif ied ethanelic solution was pas sed  through a column 
containing act ivated carbon. Elution was pe r fo rmed  with ethanol until the react ion  for t r i t e rpeno ids  was 
negative.  The e luates  were  concentrated,  giving a white c rys ta l l ine  compound (ID [3]. 

Both products  gave posi t ive chlorosulfonic acid, L i e b e r m a n n - B u r c h a r d ,  and Sal 'kovski i  react ions .  

On the bas is  of a phys icochemical  invest igat ion and chemical  ana lys is ,  and also the analys is  of a 
s e r i e s  of der iva t ives  of the compounds isolated,  compound (I) was identified as ursol ic  acid and (II) as  
oleanolic acid [4]. 
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